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Dear All Water Enthusiasts,

We are delighted to conclude the successful ninth edition of the WEST Conference, held
from June 14-16, 2023. Our heartfelt gratitude goes to our sponsors whose support
made WEST 2023 possible: platinum sponsor AMS, gold sponsors UBC Applied Science
and UBC Civil Engineering, silver sponsors the University of Victoria and UBC Chemical
and Biological Engineering, and bronze sponsors the Canadian Association on Water
Quality, KWL, Metro Vancouver, UBC GSS, and UBC iGSN.

At WEST 2023, we had the privilege of welcoming a diverse and brilliant group of water
researchers, united by our shared commitment to 'Tapping into Water Sustainability.'
Throughout the conference, keynote speakers Dr. Emily Tow, Gwen Bridge, and Dr.
Zafar Adeel shared invaluable insights on water reuse, indigenous knowledge, and
achieving climate resilience. Our program also featured two enlightening panels—one
focused on watershed management, hosted by OBWB, and the other exploring the role
of research in the water industry. We express our gratitude to the panelists for their
valuable contributions.

As an international conference, we aimed to gather global perspectives to address
water challenges, and we are thrilled to have had 250 registrations from around the
world. Moreover, we hosted 50 education presenters across eight sessions, showcasing
groundbreaking water research. We are grateful to our esteemed audience for actively
participating and enriching the discussions.

On behalf of the organizing committee, we extend our sincere gratitude to each and
every one of you for making WEST 2023 a resounding success. Your enthusiasm,
knowledge, and engagement transformed this conference into a vibrant platform for
idea exchange, collaboration, and progress in water sustainability. As we conclude this
conference, let us carry the spirit of WEST forward, continuing our efforts to tackle the
global water challenges that lie ahead. Thank you once again for your invaluable
support, and we eagerly anticipate welcoming you to future editions of the WEST
Conference.

Best regards,

Hiroki Fukuda and Aroshi Senanayake
WEST 2023 Conference Co-Chairs





WEST 2023 begin with an excellent
keynote talk from Dr. Emily Tow on
"Strategies for High-Recovery, Low-
Energy Water Reuse", where we learnt
of the impacts of fouling on water
recovery processes. The rest of the
morning we enjoyed presentations
from education sessions #1: Water
and Watewater Treatment Technology I
and #2: Emerging Contaminants. 

After lunch we had an engaging
discussion with the Okanagan
Basin Water Board on Watershed
Management throughout BC's most
arid communities and listened to
several inspiring presentations in
our final education session of the
day, #3: Water, Sanitation, and
Hygiene. In the evening we held a
lovely networking event for
participants, Fluid Friends. 



The day began with an inspiring
keynote talk by Gwen Bridge from
Gwen Bridge Consulting. Gwen's
presentation provided valuable
insights into ethical space and
indigenous knowledges, highlighting
the intriguing dynamics between
Western written culture and
indigenous oral culture.

After the keynote, the audience
enjoyed more than 20
presentations, including the 3-
Minute WESTalk (3MWT) session.
During this session, presenters
effectively communicated their
research to a general audience
within a brief 3-minute
timeframe.



Day 3 commenced with an engaging panel
discussion featuring Dr. David Kratochvil,
Dr. Farokh Kakar, and Dr. Shona Robinson.
Together, we explored the vital role of
research in the industry. Their valuable
insights generated meaningful
interactions with the audience, providing
students with a deeper understanding of
research in the industry and its
implications for their future careers.

Following the panel discussion, we
facilitated an interactive poster session
that prompted numerous insightful
questions from the audience.

Our final keynote speaker, Dr. Zafar
Adeel joined us and delivered an
enlightening talk on global water
challenges. He shed light on the intricate
connection between these challenges
and broader issues like poverty and the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Dr. Adeel's insights provided valuable
perspectives for our attendees.

The WEST conference concluded with the
networking luncheon with our water
industry partners, which provided an
invaluable opportunity for collaboration
and knowledge sharing to all the
attendees
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A major goal of the Canadian Association on Water
Quality is to showcase the talents of students who

conduct water quality research.
 

The CAWQ sponsors a competition for the "best
presentation" of a research paper made by a student
at each of the regional symposia on water pollution
research. Since 2000, the winners have received the

Philip H. Jones Award. 
 

This award was created as a memorial to Philip H.
Jones who was a long-standing member of the CAWQ

and who was a driving force in the development of
the organization. 

1st place: $300
2nd place: $200

 
     Top Judges’ scores between all oral presentation

sessions
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The WEST Conference is predicated on the understanding that
finding solutions to our future water challenges will require

collaborations. The WEST Conference aims to unite water
researchers from across disciplines, cultures, and geographies

to share their water stories and to appreciate the value of
including diverse perspectives.

At WEST 2023, we were excited to welcome:
 

●250 registered participants around 20 countries
● Three Keynotes, 8 Education sessions, 2 Panel

discussions
● 50 student presentations

● In person Water Industry luncheon
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THANK YOU!!THANK YOU!!


